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The unconscious Another scene that directs our lives without our knowledge or consent. Freud specifies a logic that’s entirely unlike conscious thought.  In the unconscious time words function as puns pointing to unintended meanings, forbidden ideas find disguises, and dreams function as riddles or puzzles that must be ciphered, not stories with particular meanings.  The unconscious can be traced in language, bodily symptoms, slips of the tongue, and failed or incomplete acts—to “say” things the conscious mind doesn’t want to know anything about.  Lacan builds on Freud’s unconscious, showing how language fractures the organism and creates the body, explaining how we respond to signifiers and an imposed jouissance from the very start of our lives. The not conscious is whatever isn’t in our awareness, what we don’t think about, can’t bring to mind, or have forgotten- it is not the unconscious.
Signifier “represents the subject to another signifier” according to Lacan.  We scan what we read and hear backwards “apres coup,” finding “sense” in a chain constructed around what Lacan called a “point du capiton” or quilting point, a key moment that directs the sense of the sentence.  In psychoanalysis, repeating sounds and words discovered in dreams, psychoanalytic signifiers, may become linked to a symptom, to a repeating act or response, to slips of the tongue, failed acts, and fantasies. In psychoanalysis a new signifier disrupts a narrative, and introduces a hole in meaning.

Jouissance is an excess energy that disrupts the natural functioning of the organism. In his book, Beyond the Pleasure Principle, Freud show us that as human beings we repeat our own suffering in uncanny ways.  This is what Lacan names as jouissance; it is part of the Real that creates a state of being out of control, out of the limits of reality, pleasure, and time.  Jouissance, imposed originally by a parent through language, is then elaborated by each of us in a unique way in relation to fantasy of the Other.

Drive A pathway in the body that responds jouissance, aiming for a satisfaction, or as Freud called it “a strange satisfaction.”  Dreams find signifiers for the drive responding to jouissance, providing unexpected connections that may be impossible to find in any other way.  
Other The Other is a site that is required so that the play of signifiers can be recognized or received. Lacan assigns it various possibilities throughout his writings and seminars:

 1. the Other as "the locus of speech and, potentially, the locus of truth," which can be called on, even from the position of the unconscious, and which, latent or not, is always already there (Sém XI 118/129);

 2. the Other as the "site at which speech verifies itself in meeting the exchange of signifiers, the ideals they support, the elementary structures of kinship, the metaphor of the father as principle of separation, the division that is always re-opened within the subject in his primary alienation" (Écrits 849);

 3. "the site of the Other, the Other (as) witness, the witness Other than any one of the partners" (Écrits 807);

 4. the Other as "the site of the treasury of the signifier" (Écrits 806).

Desire Through speaking and making an address in order to be received, we are bound in the circuit of the Other- in both discourse and desire.  Lacan asks, “Who then is this Other to whom I am more attached than I am to myself, since, at the heart of my ascent to my own identity it is still he who agitates me?” (Écrits 172).  There is something of endless desire and wandering in the subject’s relation to the address via the symbolic and the Other.  
